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glories were threatened by the Third Reich, and threatened with
death. It was those great names, as much as it was those of Riche-
lieu, of Louis XIV, of Thiers and of Clemenceau, which condemned
the Third Reich and those who, in France, had made themselves
its apologists. A France which was ready to look on whilst all
Europe was absorbed by Hitler's Germany, which was resigned to
becoming herself absorbed or assimilated, would have been a
France that had abandoned the Cartesian Line, and had ceased to
be the second home of every good European.
That is why France's declaration of war, then the resistance she
maintained on all fronts (intellectual, moral, military), and that in
spite of Vichy, outside Vichy as well as actually under the Vichy
regime, have saved not only France, but also Europe and the world*
And it is hardly necessary to insist upon the impoverishment which
the triumph of German power and treachery would have meant for
us. Through the breach left by the abdication of France would
have surged the intellectual Panzerdivisionen of Germany, Neither
we British, nor the Russians, nor the Americans, could have taken
the place of the French genius.
One indication of the truth of this is to be found in the sucess
of La Fiance Libre, which has been a rallying point for all free
minds exiled from the Continent. Another is the trouble which the
Germans have taken to seduce the French elites, and the joy which
the treachery of certain French "clercs" has caused them. If the
allegiance of MM. Chardonne, de Montherlant and Company has
so much rejoiced the heart of Dr. Goebbels, it is not only because
they are talented writers, but also because they are French writers.
If the conquest of even such mediocre publicists as MM. Luchaire
and Suarez has given him such keen pleasure, it is because they
are French. Even on an academician like Abel Bonnard, or a
"Universitaire" like Bernard Fay, the quality of being French
confers an added value. To betray the French Academy or the
Bibliotheque nationale was to deliver a key position to the enemy,
and not merely an outer bastion of the Republic of Letters. When
after the war the time comes to rebuild the cultural and intellectual
life of Europe, Great Britain and the United States, not to speak of
Russia, will have a great part to play. But all three are, to some
extent, foreign to Europe. The United States is so even more than
is England; and then they are the chief English-speaking nations.